
Central Illinois Woodturners
present

Making A Wig Stand

This presentation will detail the process of making wig stand kits and turning the 
finished product.  

All wig stands are donated to the Susan G. Komen Foundation.

These stands were decorated by a local high school senior art class.

Author: Terry Quiram, walnut1950@yahoo.com



• 3 items of importance allow our program to be successful.

• 1)  Our club is very fortunate to have access to a company that 
supports our program by donating large amounts of their “scrap” 
hardwood.  

• 2)  Our membership is quite enthusiastic about participating.

• 3)  We have been fortunate to identify non club members that are 
willing to help in the form of decorating the stands.



A wig stand kit consists of 3 components.  A top (mushroom), stem, and base. 

Top (mushroom)
5” diameter
2” thick

Base
6” diameter
1.5” thick

Stem
1.5” sq
12” long



Please note this is not the only way to prepare the material.  

If you think I am over explaining feel free to skip content, it’s just my anal engineer side showing.

All stock is run through the thickness planner to remove any imperfections (this makes glue ups a whole lot friendlier).  
Remove as little material as possible.

Begin by cutting the stock into 2 different lengths and widths.

The first is for the top (mushroom).  This is a glue up of boards sized 2” wide x 11” long.  Depending on the thickness of 
your stock it should take 8 to 10 boards to make a glue up.  The finished glue up for the tops (mushroom) should be 2” 
thick x 5.5” wide x 11” long.  
2 top pieces will be cut from this block.

The second is for the base.  This is a glue up of boards sized 1.5” wide x 13” long.  Depending on the thickness of your 
stock it should take 9 to 11 boards to make a glue up.  The finished glue up for the base should be 1.5” thick x 6.5” wide 
x 13” long.  
2 base pieces will be cut from this block.

Stem pieces should be 1 ½” (min) square x 12” long

You can use 6/4 and 8/4 stock if available thus eliminating any glue ups.



I use Elmers White Glue-All, interior.  The boards are sitting on aluminum angle to elevate during glue application and 
clamping.  The foam applicator can be placed in a zip lock bag and kept moist indefinitely. 



After removing from the clamps run the blocks through the thickness planner to make both sides smooth and 
parallel.
The circular templates are 1/8” hardboard with the center located.  
The base templet is 6” diameter.  
The top (mushroom) templet is 5” diameter.
Pieces are cut round on the band saw. 



A more complete showing can be seen at CentralIllinoisWoodturners.com
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